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ads db ave 
together the "Aﬀvice I ventur d to 
you in relation AN. Study of the Siriptures. For one who - 


yo ig 


: when 


ning 


I an himſelf, to ſeem to diſſuade thoſe of hit m 
Order, Frm 4 Study dat ſo many Arguments t6 
meaq it; and which, in 1 1 4 
their chief Bufineſt; has, 1 my es i 
Paradox,” and that of the wort hs he 
os 4, and therefore you 
torgiven, it chey ſtartle at t ng ended 
ly, who have a juſt Senſe of the Have men and 115 
Scriptures, and are eagerly bent on the Purſuit of ſuch Train as 
more immediately tend to the Advancement of Virtue and Reli. 
on. As Leu ave of chat Number, and 
other View, but that you might the ſtudy che Scriptmer 
your ſelf, and advanee the Kubwledge of them in the Worid; it 
was not to be expected you ſhould preſentiy diy eome into other Senti- 
ments. Which I am ſo far from taking amiſs, that I rhink it to 
N Commendation, has nei the een nor Efteem, you 
$ tor an old Friend, could prevail with you (0 ae 
| a Part thae might have the appearance of Levity in a matter of ſo 
much Confequence, Nor is it leſs for your Credit, that you _ 
| retain your Gpimion, without your Temper, or ſnewing 
backwärdneſs to heat what is to be ſaid againſt ir. Moſt Tempers 
run into Extreams ; They are either tos volatſſe to be fixed; 
elſe ſo fixed, chat no Force of Argument can move them. But 
ds your Happineſs, that you can adhere without Obſtinacy, and 
change without Leith. And therefore 1 ſhall think it no trouble 
s reſume the Subject, and lay before you in che beſt mannet I can, 
dhe Reaſons that ſeem to ack againſt the Study of the Scriptures 
_ the way of private Fudgment 3 which hope will not upon cooler 
h + A'2 Thought? 
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Iy difficult, and not to be ſucceſsfully purſued, without a 


underſtand thoroughly a Part of them. 
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7 | Thongs apyee r fo ſtrange; to you You will conlader | 
* from one, w is not more 2 Friend to Ten than is to | 
Church: And, if Examples be of any weight, I can affure you 
this Side of the Queſtion is hy no means deſtitute of noe 
and that when you come to know the World , you w!1 find 
this Study neglected to a Degree you little imagined. ut cis Rea- 
fotts, not Examples, will determine you. To come therefore to 
Fir ce, o to you, that t ef: s 
ſuch. a thorough Study of them I mean, as you aim at, is Extreme» 


- : 
_ 
Pay 


great and conſtant Application, and a previous Knowledge of many 
other Parts of uſeful Learning, The —— gpbnk, + be 
utderſiood without the Old; The Truths revealed in one, are 
. nded on the Propheſies contained in the other; Which makes 
e Study of the Whole Scriptures to him, that would 
can the Apochryphat 
Books, how much ſoever they are generally ſſighted, be ſafely 
ed, there being a great Chaſm of Five red Years be- 
txeen the End of the Prepbets, and the Beginning of the GofPlhs 
which Period is of the greatef Uſe for the underſtanding of t 


New Teſtament, and yet is the leaſt known. But now, if the Old 
Teſtament muſt be well ſtudied, à good Knowledge of the Oriental 


Nute is abſolutely neceſſary. No Man can be ignorant, who 
- OR apy ching of Levers, that no Verſions of old Books can be 
thoroughly depended on; che Miſtakes are ſo many, and ſame- 
times of great Moment ;. eſpecially rhe Verfions of Books writ in 
| « Language little under} „and many Parts of it in a Style ex- 
tremely figurative, and thoſe Figures ſuch as theſe Parts of the 
World are almoſt wholly. Strangers ro. But put the Caſe theſe. 
Difficulties were leſs than they are, is it an eaſy Matter to add to 
Greek and Latin the Knowledge of ſo many other Languages? Do 
not they Two alone find Work enough for moſt Scholars ? Whar' 
Pains then muſt a Man rake, if he will ſtudy ſo many others be- 
ſides? And it the Knowledge of the Old Teſtament could be dif- 
penced with, give me leave to tell you that the Lang e even of 
the New Teſtament is not to be underſtood with ſo little Pains 
as is commonly imagined.. 'Tis learnt indeed in Schools, and 
- Fcom hence thought to be the eaſieſt Greek that can be read; 
But chey who have read it in another manner than School boys, 
know it to be quite otherwiſe. Not to mention the Difficulries 
peculiar to St. Paul, whoſe Epiſtles are a very great Part of the 
New Teſtament; Ylato and Demoſtbenes are in many reſpefts not 
> hard, as even the eaſter Books, The Style indeed in che Hiſtort 
el Books, is plain and ſimple ; but for all that, even theſe Parts 
have their Difficulty. ' And the whole is writ in a Language pegubar 
to the Fews: The Idjom is Hebrew or Syriac, though the 1 
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Ja che Original, 


Ir has ſuffered in handing down to us: So that 
affirm, chat ſhould any body now-a-days make. a Verſion ſo im- 
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Able, chough it were hot neceſſary. ro. read the b Teftament 


u yet the Greek Verſion of it muſt be read, and chat 
carefully ; ir being oftentimes rhe beſt, if nor the only Help. to 


5 0 the Language of the New ; beſides that all Citations in the 


„are generally made from it. But now, how laborious a 
ching muſt ir be, to ſtudy an ill Verſion of a very hard Bock, which 
we cannot read in theOriginal? I call it an ill Verſion; for tho ir be 
indeed a very good one, conſidering the Time it was wricin; yer 


23 4 Verſion, it muſt be allowed by thoſe who: can judge of it, to 


be far from being exact or true. A Man need only conſult it on 
ſome hard places in the Pentatench, as well as in che Poerick or 

ick Books, to be convinced of this, *Twas certainly far 
from perfect at firſt; and is made much worſe by the Corruptions 
I may venture to 


perfect; inſtead of Admiration and Eſtcem, his Work would be 
much deſpiſed by moſt of our modern Criricks, LUavkt on 
I might to theſe add many other Difficulties that attend 2 ſe· 
rious Study of the New Teſtament. It requires a good Knowledge 
ol the Fewiſh State at the time of our Saviour's Coming, a Know- 
ledge of their Government, Sanedrim, Synagogues ,' Cuſtoms, 
Traditions, Opinions, Sects; the Kinds of Learning 
them; what they borrowed from the Greeks; when cheir 
rical Manner of Expounding the | Scriptures 
began, and on what Grounds ; what their particular Expe@ations 
were, in relation ro the Meſſiah; and what they taught, and on 
what Grounds, iu relation ro Angels, Dzmons, Poſſeſſions, Ora - 
cles, Miracles, Cr. | | 
But tis in vain, you ſay, to tell you of Difficulties ; You are re- 


ſolved not to be detter d; You have Time before you, good Eyes, 
a ſtrong Conſtitution, a Mind prepared for Fatigue, a rcaſonabie 


Degree of Skill in the Languages, and are furniſhed wich a com- 


petent Knowledge in all the Parts of uſeful Learning that are pre- 


to this Study; So that Difficulties animate rather chan 
iſhearten you. And I am not unwilling ſo far to agree with yon, 
that were 
this alone ſhould not deter one who is fo well pr 
if you are able to go through ſo laborious a 
are nor fond of Difficulties for Difficulcies. ſa 


red for ir. 
2 
3 


ſame good Account. I ſhall therefore in the : 
II. Second place take leave to ask, Cui bono? What Good can come 


of ſo much Pains ? For it may ſeem, that a free, ſerious, impartial, 
and laborious Study of the Scriptuers, will be of no great Service, 


for rhe following 


. 1ft, Becauſe tis plain the Ort bodo Faith is not founded on a 
b ; | nice 


received- a- 


no Objection againſt this Study, but the Difficulty y 


You cannot | 
think it reaſonable to rake ſo much Pains, unleſs it will turn co 
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"i wag critical the Spriprures. Ma ofthe 
& hriſtiaũs, 210, were nor great Criti 2 22 


much in a n — wa „onen in particular, w who 2 
Scholar riſttanicy had bred to that dime, 

erin From whence we 
nay - of rhe bare literal Inf 


338 chought9 
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try Few, 
in which. thoſe 6 uod. were held, * wm all 
rieles of the Orthadoz Faith were ſettled. govern'd chem 
ſives and derefmin'd all their —_— Potts by the Gr 
— Verſion; And thoſe who knew Hebrew beſt,” wherher they took 
che wyſſical or Meral way, had rhe Mistortune to be Leaft ort 
#66; 80 it was with Origen, who knew the Scriptures ſo v 
that be had them alt 1 And ERS and Others, who ſtud 
ed and underſtood the fitera! Senſe of the Scriptures beſt in 
| the heut Ages, ſucceeded little better- So that this Study ſt 
to have been of lirtſe Uſe, to the effabliſtment of rhe Orthod 
Fath. "Now if an Exact and Critical Knowledge of tlie 8 
| wav not neceflary to the Settling of the Faith; it cannot be 
| fary to the Underſtanding of it, or to the underſtanding theſe who who 
\ eve writ be in the Explication and Defenſe of it. 
| 7. fuch a Knowledge tends to leſſen our Eſteem for the ZI 


k 
* 


_f .__ 


| Church, by difcovering their Miftakes ; and may w 
out Regard to che Deciſions of Councils, by expoſing the Falſene 
' of the Gromid they ſeem to be built on, A Man well 10 in 
| the litera! Senſe of the Scriprures, will often find in the Fathers 
l Canicils, Texts of Scripture urg'd very inſufficiently ; and great 
| Streſs laid upon Paſſages, which, when critically 8 
rb, or perhaps make azainft them, Which ſuggeſts ro me a 
| Shire Reaſon, why it may feem that ſuch a y can do no 
q Good- And that is, | Y 
4 g#1y, Becauſe rhe Orthedox Faith does not depend upon the 
s conſidered abſolutely in themſelves, bur as explained_by 
Cathdlich Tradition. The Faith was preſerved in Creeds, and hand- 
ed down from one Orthodox Biſhop to another, whoſe Buſineſs it 
was to keep this Sacred Depoſnum pure and undefiled, and to 
deliver ir to his Succeſſor entire as 3 it. Ir was by this 
Tradition the Main Articles of Faith were preſerved in the Church; 
— not ou oy parricular Study of the Scriptures. The os 
Articles muſt careful] be 4 diſtinguiſhed 
* the Sr Scripry — that have been brought in proof of them. Nets | 
— er. 8 weak and inconcluſive; but che Truth ſtands inde- 
chem. Tis the Faith they had received ; and it at any 
— argue weably for it from the Scriptures, tis an SG 
2 indeed aguinſt theic Learning, but none ait their Ori 
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. tres, is not 4 ſafe, m 
dy: 1 muc a well as more tes 
9 705 Made 2 Mani Ortbodoz; to RY the Tridition of the Church. 
Batyou wi. ſay, chat to fend you from Scriprare to Tradifien, isto 
— mou -of iradiſe, the Garden of God, Into a vaſt confuſed 
red Wood; and thar This is fo far from mending the Mat- 
ee, that tis ten times more laborious than the Study I would ". 
A ſuade'yon from. And fo, n if all the Ecdeſuſtical 


Wise W kon, 


The eſtabliſbed 
„is Orthodox in AH 5 | 


heceffary Points, K A 


Ae be the 2 ind Articles. 75 'T 
in ir 
hows hos $ fbort away, 2 25 be wiſhed, of 
* art tonne the Av Halle tinte will ferve 
Man to read, in his Mother - Tongue & wer od 48 
will net fill a moderate Volume; And be 
and have a great deal of Time to ſpare for other Studies, that 
turn to more Account. Beſides that tis of great Advantage to 
in a Way that is Safe as well as Short ; and will lead you into - 
. knowledge of all 3 without the hazard of Ring ine 5 
any dang Opinion 
4tbly, But Bur if you will inſiſt that tis Scripture,and not Tradition 
; the Faith is founded on; there is one thing further I muſt 
pur you in mind of, which may ſeem to prove, that a profound and 
; uy of the Seriptures will not make you ar all more Or- 
fox. a fundamental Principle among Proreftants, that 
arever is "ncceſſar mu be —_ is plainly and clearly reveal- 


r cquemly what is nor plainly and 
1 be b 2 - lf Now if What is 
e in Scripture, is che Only Part that is neceſſary to 
x known, then a /aborious Search imo t Are Paris e 
meceſſary to the obraini a true Orchodox Faith; Bur you will 
/ perhaps, that, ſtanding this Dechration of Proteſtants, 
may, and has been urged againſt them by their Adverfaries, 
tac they do befieve and maintain as neceſfary, Arcieles that cas 
proved by pl n and clear Paſſages of Scripture. This, I confefs, 
as been urged, and may 2 true of all Parries. 
em, except the eftablifhed Church. But if it be, it es © 
* are not true co their Principle; not that the Principſe 
nor in it ſelf True #nd Good. And He uch muſt be allowed 
be the beſt Froteſtant, who adheres beſt to che Principle on 
1 was founded. Fei 5 
Ieh, Once more: Suppoſing the Serĩptures as i 
ary as * the Iaſt place I ſay, and Im ſure che 


World 


Fr 


hope to 
?.or will 


Gy in 25 
Preiume , 
inſt them el + Fx) of 
8 A — — and better a Traditions 
the Church, than any one will now be allowed to be? And (whic 
is the beſt Guide in the Know!edge of Religion,) they were more- 


over Men of moſt exemplary Piety, Devotion, and Humility 3 
Virtues, of which very little Footſteps are to be found in che lear- 
. ved Men of our Times. « <7 21020; ; nl 
- Muſt not now a Man have a ſtrong bent of Mind indeed, ho 
cannor by all theſe Reaſous be Non from 3 
to a Study, chat may by many be thought as unpre as tis la. 
borious? 2 will 5 in defiance of all that has been ſaid ro 
convince him chat he waſtes himſelf in vain, and that there will be 
no Fruits of all his a but to know he knows Nothing? 1 
tall chat Nothing, which will turn to no Account. pn 
W ns 2am diſpoſed to make all poſſible Coneſſi. 
ons, I will grant that even this Objettion might be- got over, were 
this the worſt of it: a in reſerve, that 
I am perſuaded will be deciſive, My ; | 2 
| Third. Argument chen is this; That a Painful, Exact, Impartial ſhould be 
Study of the Scriptures, will by ſome be thought not only to do not prove 
no Good, but alſo 4 great deal of Hurt, boch to the Publick and Y into Notic 
ro” your fei: | | 3 2 You may 
If, it will do hurt to the Publick, It will diſturb the Peace of prove the 
the Church, and That cannot bur have a malignant influence on rance of T 
State. has a lit 
Werte certain chat Di hates in the Church, diſturb the Peace of it only _ N 
And tis as certain theſe Diſputes have been generally raiſed by wich are 
Mea pretend ing to a Superiour Knowledge of che Scriptures, and 9 Arian Notie 
Diſcoveries that have eſcaped others. The Scriptures have al form Mean 
ways been made this Uſe of by the Heretic of old ; And tis the I of iclelt, is 
Charadter of che great Heretichs of this and the laſt Age; who i Men, 
have ſes up for a Free and Impartial Search into the lite. 22 nal Proc 
of the Scriptures, above the reſt of the Chriſtian World: But wi 
what Succeſs ? They have purchaſed their pretended Knowledge of the Text 
of che Scriptures at the Expence of their Reputation, and their I fallin into; 
Study has deſtroy'd their Orthodoxy. And were not their Books caſiy keep 
and Opinions carefully ſuppreſt, and their Perions render d odiom ¶ relating co 
to che People; who kuows what Diflurbances they might have ce: But che like 
ared to che Church? On the other hand, the Peace the Church I the Truth 
has enjoyed for many Years amongſt its own Members, ſeems 9 |; any Noti 
be owing to no one ching more, than to a general Negie# ot this & blen, by fe 
N ; And the Danger that at preſent chreaten its Tranquility, & the Hein 
come wholly from Men, who have endeavoured to revive a ud, Now it 


chat has ſo often proved pernicious to its Peace; 0 "oY 


. 


Nor can it well be otherwiſe :: For what ricy has a Man 


in 
impartial manner, laying aſide all Prepofſeſſions and 
previous Norions, reſolving to ſee wich his own Eyes, and judge 
tor himſelf; aud to believe nothing that he is not upon his dan 
Search convinced is clearly contained in them; Secutit7 
has ſuch a Man, that he ſhall not fall into ſome Opinions that have 
been already condemned as erroneous and hererical, or which may 
interfere with thoſe that are commonly received? Which, if 
do not immediately ſtrike at any Fundamental Point, yet will 
thought to do ſo; and may have a Tendency to put Scruples ineo 
weak Minds, and to_diſturb the Peace of the Church, by rai 
Doubts abour the Meaning or Truth of tome Arricles, or by affertin 
that an explicire Belief of them is not ary ? 'Tis ſo natural 
for curious and,inquiſirive Minds to deviate from the common 
Road, and the Examples are ſo many, that tis odds bur Tou do 
ſo too, unleſs you had more Lead in your Conſtitution, ora more re- 
nd Und erſtand ing, than any curious Man ever had yet: Others 
wiſe you cannot be ſure, that you ſhall- not ſtudy your ſelf into 
Doubts at leaſt, if not ioto oppoſite Opinions concerning ſome re- 
ceived Notions. You will doubt perbaps of the Authority or Au- 
thor of ſome Canonical Book, and think perhaps chat ſome Paſſages 
are interpolated, or that ſame celebrated Texts are not genuine, ot 
ſhould be otherwiſe read, or have not been rightly underflood, or do 
not prove the Point they are commonly brought for. You may fa 
into Notions that will be thought tend ing to Arianiſm or the like. 
You may reject Arguments brought from the Old Teſtament, to 
> of prove the Trinity, as trifling, and proving nothing but the Igno- 
e on I ranceof Thoſe that make ute of them. You may think a Prodiefie 
has a literal Meaning, where commonly the Myſtical is thought the 


ot is Fs FSF eas 


of ie. only one. You may think that many Texts in the New Tejtament, 
d by Y which are ſtrong againſt the Socinians, do not prove againſt the 
nd © WW Arian Notion, That the Title, Son of God, has not always one uni- 


e al form Meaning in che Goſpel; and that Thar fing'e Expreſſion, 
s the of iclelf, is no Proot of apy thing in Ged analogous to Generation 
in Men. That the [dentical Conſubſtant iality of the Son, the Eter- 
nal e ot the Spirit, and many other Notions relating to the 
Trinity, tho“ they may be true in themſelves, are not ſo in Virtue 
of the Texts alleged for chem. Theſe Notions, Learned Men have 
fall'n into; and from thence tis to be preſumed, uu will nor 
eaſily keep clear of them, I chuſe to inſtance chiefly in Matters 
relating to the Trinity, becauſe tis the Controverſie now on foot: 
But che like may be ſaid on many other Artieies; in each of whictr 
the Truth is but One, but the Errors Infinite: And there is hard- 
ly any Notion with reipett ro any of them, which ſome learned 
Men, by following his own Private Judgment, inſtead of raking 
the Do&rine of the Church for his Guide, has not fall u into. 
Now it you ſhould ſtudy your” Je into any New Opinions, of 
| into 
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is» Way z that attempts to fudy the 'Striptures . '/. 
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"os [ 10 J | SA 
ipto Old ones that have been condemned, what will you do? Wilt 
ou keep them to your ſelf, or publiſh them ? or ſhall I rather ſay," 
"Tis no Queſtion? The Authors of new Norions are apt to be 
very fond of them; They think ir barbarous and cruel, to ſtifle: 


the Infant in its Birth. There is a ſecrer Pleaſure in Singulariry; 


To differ trom the Vulgar, is in appearance to be above them; and 
to be diſtinguiſhed from the Herd, is too great a Temptation to be 
eafily reſiſted. But bad you prudence enough ro govern your Am- 


birion ; Conſcience may come in here, and make you do what An. 


bitjon could nor. The Truths you think you have diſcovered, ei- 
tler are, or will be thought by you of roo much Importance to the 
Honour of God and the Good of Religion, to be conceabd. You will 
look on'them as the Bleſſings of God on 
ic a Capital Crime to extinguiſh the Light, and ſuppreſs the Know. 
ledge he has imparted to you. In ſhorr, You will think your ſelf 
under the higheſt Obligation not to diſſemble in Religious Matters, 
and conceal from the Church of God, Opinions which you are 
convinced are not only true but of great Service to it. Let me 
then conclude, that the novel or revived opinions which your 
Study leads you into, will be publiſhed to the World. What now 
will be the Conſequence ? Certain Miſchief, but no certain Good" 
at all. No Good, I ſay; for poſſibly your Notions may be wrong, 
or not of conſequence z and, whether they are or not, the Pre- 
ſumption againſt you will be ſo ſtrong, that your Notions will not 
be received, and perhaps not examin d: They will be condemned 
as novel Notions, or as exploded ones. And whatever you ad- 
vance, *ewill be thought a certain Proof of its being of no Con: 
ſequence, that in ſo many Ages it has never been received, There is 
no room therefore to expect, that whar you advance, ſhould be 
received, or do any Good. Bur the M ſchief is ſure and eertain. 
It will raiſe Scruples in weak unſtable Minds, ſap the Foundations 
of the Orthodox Faich, and give a Handle to Sceprical Men; 
who, becauſe fome things are call'd into doubt, (though inciden- 
tal Matters only and of little Conſequence,) will rhink they have 
2 Right from thence to queſtion every thing. Thus the Chureh 
and eſtabliſh'd Faith will ſuffer by the Scruples put into ies Friends, 
and the Handle given to its Enemies. And when Religious Dif- 
pures are begun, defigning Men know how to intermix Affairs of 
State with them, and then no body knows where they will end, 
or whar Miſchief they may not do. Whercas if you can be eon- 
tent to go in the beuten Road ; it you will, implicitly ſubmit to the 
received NVotions; and humbly think che Judgment of the Church, 
where *tis not the fame, better chan your own ; you will be out of 
Hirm's Way, and neither hurt che Church nar your ſelf. | 

2. 1 add, Tour ſelf; as another Motive, that ought ro have 
great Weight with you in this Queſtion, For you cannot diſturb 

che Peace of the Church, without being greatly a Sufferer your ſelf. 
u yolv really de not diſturb its Peace, cis all one, you will be in- 
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Ver ein je well be otherwiſe :. Fot whar-Securey has 6 Man 


chat ſecs. our in this Way z that atcemprs to f Scriptures 
ina free and imparrial manner, laying aſide all Prepofleſſions-and 
previous Notions, reſolving to fee with his own Eyes, and judge 
for hichſelf, and to believe nothing that he is not upon his dn 
Search convinced is clearly comained in them; What Security 
has ſuch à Man, that he ſhall not fall into ſome Opitions that have 
been already condemned as erronegus and heretical, or which may 
interfere wich thoſe that are commonly received? Which; if they 
do not immediately ſtrike at any Fundamental Point, yet will be 
3 to do ſoz and may have a Tendency to put Scruples into 
weak Minds, and to diſturb che Peace of the Churth, by raiſing 
Doubts about the Meaning or Truth of ſome articles, or by aſſerting 
chat an explicice-Belicf. of them is nor 8 Tis ſo natural 

curious and, inquiſitive Minds to deviate from the common 
Road: and the Examples are fo many, that tis odds but Tou do 
ſo tog unleſs you had more Lead in your Conſtitution, ora more re- 
ſign'd Underſtanding, chan any curicus Man ever had yet: Other- 
wiſe you cannot be ſure, that you ſhall not ſtudy your ſelf into 
Doubts atleaſt; if not into oppoſite Opinions concerning ſome re- 
ceived Notions. You will doubt perhaps of the Authority or Au- 
thor of ſome Canonical Book, and think perhaps that ſome Paſſages 
are interpolated, or that ſome celebrated Texts are not genurne, or 
ſhould be otherwiſe read, or have not been rightly under ſtod, or do 
not prove the Point they are commonly brought- for. Lou may fall 
into Nocions that will be thought tending to Arianiſm or the like. 
You. m̃ay reject Arguments brought from the 014 Teſtament, to 

e the Trinity, as trifling, and proving nothing but the Igno- 
trance of Thoſe that make uſe of them. You may think a Propbe ſie 
has a literal Meaning, where commonly the Myſtical is thought the 
only one, You may think that many Texts in the New Te anen, 
which are ſtrong againſt the Socinians, do not prove againſt the 
Arian Notion. That the Title, Son of God, has not always one uni- 
form Meaning in the Goſpel; and that That fing'e Expreſſion, 
of irſelf, is no Proot of any thing in Ged analogous to Generation 
i1 Men. That the 1dentical Conſubſtantiality of the Son, the Eter- 
nz! Proceſſion ot the Spirit, and mauy other Notions relating to the 
Trinity, tho“ they may be true in themſelves, are nor ſo in Virtue 
of che Texts alleged for them. Theſe Notions, Learged Men have 
fall'n into; and from thence tis ro be preſumed, 2 will not 
eaſily keep clear of them, I chuſe to inſtance chiefly in Matters 
relating to the Trinity, becauſe tis the Controverſie now on foot: 
But the like may be ſaid on many other Articies; in each of which 
the Truth is but One, but the Errors Infinite: And there is hard - 
ly any * with relpect to any of them, which ſome learned 

0 


Men, b wing his own Private Judgment, inftead of taking 


the Do&rine of the Church for his Guide, has not fall n into. 
Now if you ſhould ſtudy your ſelf into any New 3 or 
| nto 


* 


3Pro Old ones that have been condemned, whar will you do? Wilt 
yen keep them co pour ſelf, or publiſh chem? or ſhall I father ſuy, 
Tis no Oueſtion? The Authors of new Notiotms ate apt 'to be 
very fond ot them ; They think it barbarous und cruel, ti fiifle 
the Infant in its Birth. 
To differ from the Vulgar, is in appearance to be above them; d 
to be diſtinguiſped from the Herd, is too great a Temptation to be 
eaſily reſiſted. But bad you prudence enough to govetu you] Am. 
bition ; Conſcience may come in here, and make you do what An- 
bieion could not. The Truths you think you have diſcovered, ei- 
ther are, or will be thought by you of roo much Importence tothe 
Honour of God and the Good of Religion, to be coneeabd. You will 
look on them as the Bleſſings of God on your Studies; and think 
ic a Capital Crime to exringuifh the Light, and ſuppreſs the Know- 
ledge he has imparted to you. In ſhort, You will think your ſelf 
under the higheſt Obligation not to diſſemble in Religrous Matters, 
and conceal from che Church of God, Opinions which mm are 
convinced are not only true but of great Service to it. Let me 
then conclude, that the novel or revived opinions which your 
Study leads you into, will be publiſhed to the World. What nom 
will be the Conſcquence ? Certain Miſchief, but no certain God 
at all. No Good, I ſay ; for poſſibly your Notions may be wrong, 
or not of conſequence ; and, whether they are or not, the Pre- 
fumption againſt you will be ſo ſtrong, that your Notions will nor 
be receives, and perhaps not examin'd ; They will be condenmed 
as novel Noriens, or as exploded ones. And whatever 
vance, "twill be thought a certain Proof of irs being of no Cons 
fequence, that jn ſo many Ages it has never been received, There it 
no room therefore to expect, that what you agvahce, ſhould be 
received, or do any Go. But the Mſchief is ſure and certain. 
It will raiſe Scruples in weak unſtable Minds, ſap the Foundations 
of the Orthodox Faith, and give a Handle to Sceptical Men; 
who, becauſe ſome things are call'd into doubt, (though inciden- 
tal Matters only and of little Conſequence,) will think they have 
Right from thence to queſtion every thing. Thus the Chureh 
and eſtabliſpd Faith will ſuffer by the Scruples put into its Friends, 
and the #endle given to its Enemies. And when Religious Dil- 
pures are begun, deſgning Men know how to intermix Affairs of 
State with them, and then no body knows where they will end, 
or what Miſchief they may not do. Whereas if you can be con- 
tent to go in the beaten Re; if you will E ſubmit to the 
receive! Notions; and humbly think the Judgment of the Church, 
where *ris not the ſame, better than your own ; you will be out cf 
Hume Way, and neither hurt the Church nor your ſelf. | 
2. | add, Tour ſelf; as another Motive, chat oughr co have 
great Weight with you in this Queſtion, For you cannot diſturb 
che Peace of the Church, wichour being greatly a Sufferer your ſelf. 
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e | 
verpreted to do it; and that will bring on you more Evils, than 
T would wi to my greateſt Enemy. In a Word, vou will be 
tought a Heretich; a Term, which there is a ſtrange Magich 
in; chowgh it has no determinate. Meaning in the Mouth of the Peo- 
ple, nox any if Meaning in it ſelf, Tis ſuppos'd to include in ir 
every ching that is bad; it makes every thing appeas od ious and 
deform d; it diflolves all Friendſhips, extinguiſnes all former 
kind Seutiments, however juſt and well deſerved: And from the 
time à Man is deem d a Heretich, tis Charity to act againſt all 
Rules of Charity; and the more they violate the Laws of God in 
dealing with him, tis, in their Opinion, doing God greats 
That you may not think this is ſaid at random, purely to frighe- 
en you into a Compliance with me; let me deſire you to conſider 
ſeriouſly the natural Conſequences of being under the Imputa · 
tion ot Herefte. And the firſt I would-ebſcrve, is, that from the 
Moment your People have this Opinion of you, you are incapaci- 
tated from working much Good upon them; and That Im ſure 
ſo good a Man as you are, muſt think to be a great Bvil. While 
they think you Orthodox, your virtuous and inoffenſiye Behaviour, 
our ſtrict Sobriery and Temperance, your affable and familiar 
anner of converſing ＋ * them, your generous and charitable 
Regard to thoſe who are ſick or in diſtre 5 theſe good Qualities, 
joy ned 2 plain and eafie, but affectionate and moving Man- 
ner of inſtructing them, have a mighty Influence, and yu may 
lead them as you pleaſe: They admire and endravour to imitate 
your good Example: Your virtuous Conduct is a conſtant, though 
tacit, Reproof when they do amiſs: The very Sight of you, is a 
Lecture of Virtue to them; and che Influence you have already 
had in che lictle,Time you have been among them, is too viſible 
to be denied. - Bur from che time you are called Heretick, much 
of the Good you could have done, is at an end. Thoſe who before 
had a ſecret Veneration of you, think it their Duty to defame and 
injure you: Your virtue, they call Hypocriſie; your Humility, 
Spiritual pride. They look on you as an abandon'd Wretch; chat 
God has withdrawn his Grace, and that che Devil is at the Bottom 
of all you have been doing: That nothing can better teſtiſie their 
Orthodoxy, than to throw off all Regard both ro your Doctrine and 
Example; and for fear they ſhould ſeem 70 be infected with 
Errors, they will return to che Vices you had perſuaded them to 
leave; and, for the future, will take effectual care nor to be the 
better for you. AT. 
No body can do much Good, whom the People do not think a 
good Man; and That cannot be expected, when ſo much Re- 
proach and Infamy will, right or wrong, be heaped on you, if 
you do not continue Orthodox. And this you cannot doubt, if 
you will but reflect on What paſſes under your own Eyes And 
therefore *ris in vain to fancy your 2 irtue will protect you. No, — 
2 mo 


An Errou 


moſt confpicinons Virtue wil 
© open Vices, ſecret ones will be imputed to 
-Nies will be called Jain, Curious and Forbidden Stud ies. Pride and 
Ambirion will be ſaid to be the ſecret Springs of them: A Search - 


b 1 


not be believed. 


If you are guiley of 


; Your Enqui- 


after Truth, will be called a Love of Novelty, The doubting of 


. © fingle Text, will be Scepticiſm; the denial of an 
.  nouncing of the Faith. To fay whar che Scriptures have ſaid, and 
in the very ſame Words too, if not explained in the common Way, 


nent, a Fe- 


will be Blaſdbemy ; and the moſt ſincere Concern for the Honour 


of Almighry God 
davxvighe Utheiſ 


Every thir 


„you cannot be ſure will not be interpreted 
you ſay or do, will have a 
wrong turn given ic. A Slip of Memory, ſhall be made wilful 


ieation; A Miſtake in a Citation, Forgery and Corruption; 


in an incidental Point of Learning, ſhall be a good 
Proof chat you bnow mtbing ; Every unaecurate Expreſſion, ſhall be 
preſſod into a Crime; Avy lictle Warmth of Temper, ſhall be 
aggravated into Pride and Poſitiveneſs, into a Contempt of Au- 
chority, and ill Manners. In ſhorr, all the Ind iſcretions of a Man's 


Life ſnall be ript up; and nothing forgiven, that can be 


remembred or ſtrained to his Diſadvanra} 


And where. is the 


Man that can be fond of ſuch Uſage ? For my part, Iam free to 


declare, I am afraid I ſhould not have v 


to undergo ſuch a fiery Trial. 


No all this a Man will draw upon 
ſelt under the Imputarion of Hereſie: Whereas: the Ort | 
lives quiet and at eaſe, unmoleſted and uneuvied. His Faults, 
and who has not ſome 2) ſnall be extenuated or excuſed, if not 


irtue or Courage enough, 
himſelf, that brings him- 


quite buried in oblivion ; His want of Temper, ſhall be a com; 


mendable Zea! ; his Indiſcretion, Good Nature ; his Miſtakes ſhall 
be imputec to Haſte or Inadvertency; and, hen they cannot be 
defetided; it will be argued in his Favour, that the 
ſomerimes err, and the Writers of the fi 


teſt Men 
rſt Rank are . in 


the right; Or perhaps a Miſtake ſhall turn to his Ad vantage; It 
will be ſhown to be an Errour on the right Side, and that a good 


Cauſe drew him into it. 


His Learning on the other Hand ſhall be 
magnified beyond meaſure; every body will be full of his good. Qus- 
ties, and his Virtues ſhall be ſer in the beſt Light to ſhew them. 


ſelves and cover his Faults: In a word, Orthodoxy attones for all 


Vices, and Hereſie extinguiſhes all Virtues, 


but the bare Truth, 1 appeal to what you every Day hear and fee 


ur ſelf. 
There are, 


ſtud ied rhemſe 


ves into Hereſy, 


of God, 


That this is nothing 


ou know, Two Clergymen of the Town, who have 
or at leaſt into a Suſpicion of it: 
Both of them Men of fair unblemiſbed Charatters. One has all his 
Life been cultivating Piery and Virtue and gocd Learning. Rigid- 
conſtant himſelf in the publick and private Duties of Religion; 
d always promoting in Others, Virtue and ſuch Learn 
$5 he thought would couduce moſt to the Honour 
413 1 ; 1 ; t 6 . 
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terpreted to dq.r 3 and that will bring on you mare; Evils, then 
1 che wi my greateſt Enemy. In a Word, you will be 
wo hy a Term, which there is a firavge Mazich 
it has no determinate Meaning in the Mouth of the Peo- 
18 ad ty I Meaning in it ſelf. Tis ſuppos'd to include in it 
ling! it 1 bad; it makes every thing appeas odious and 
gesch it diſſowes all Friendſhips, exringuiſhes all former 
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105 . may nor think thit is faid ar random, purely to frighe- 
en oy into eee wich me; * me deſire you, do canſider 
fert the Barba) Canſequences-of being, under che {xk 
tion of Herefi d the firſi I would. r i, that from the 
Moment wy eoph haye this Opiniqn of , . 
tated from working much Good. upon the m; and Si — 
ſo good a Man as Jon ar axe, muſt chink to be a greae Evil. | While 
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Regard to the oj who are ſi 710 ck 3 in nice ſe 


ities, 
joyned 19 our plain and eaſie, hut ffeRtionate rag, Lage ay Man- 
ner of f Sf aue er * a.mighty Iuflucnce, and you may 
ad th Jem 25 you EN e: admire, and endeavour td imitate 
your g : Your ary n Conduct is a canſtant, though 
8 yh when the do amils: The very Sight of you, is 4 
E to ; and the Influence you have already 
2 0 in Air. Wunde $] you have been among them, is too viſible 
Nut from che time you are called Heretic, much 
of 415 you could have done, is at an end. Thoſe who before 
had a ſecret Veneracion of you, think it their Duty to defame and 
injure au: Your Virtue, they, call Hypocriſie; your Humility, 
Singe Pride. ie on you as an abandon d Wretch ; that 
God hay withdrawn his Grace, and char the Devil is ar the Bottom 
of all yau have been doing: That nothing can better teſtiſie their 
Orthodoxy, chan to throw off all Regard both to your Doctrine and 
Example; and for fear they ſhould ſeem 20 be infected with your 
Errors, they Gill return to the Vices you had perſuaded them to 
leave ; and, for the furure, will rake leck ca care not to be the 
berrer for you, 

No body can do much Good, whom the People do not think a 
good Man; and That cannot 'be expected, when ſo much Re- 
proach and lofamy will, right or wrong, be heaped on you, if 
you do not continue Orthodox. And this you cannot doubt, if 
you will but reflect on whar paſſes under your , own Eyes And 
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molt confpiciacics Virtue will Bot be believed. If you are puiley of ' 
no open Vices; ſecret ones will be Og ow 98 ie 
ries will be called Vain, Curious and Forbidden Stud ies. Pride and 
Ambition wil! be {aid to be the ſecret Springs of them: A. Search 
after Truth, will be called a Tot df ' Novelty, T6 POWs of 
à ſingle Text, will be Scepticiſn; the denial of an Argument, a Fe- 
nonficirg of the Fitth. To fay what rhe Scriprutes have Aid, and 
in che very fame” Words too, if net explained id the common Way, 
will be Rape; and rhe moſt ſincere Concern” for the Honoug 
of _—_ "God, you cadnot be ſore” will nor be "In; rp a 
downer . Arbe m. Every thing you! ſay er 46, will have a 
wrong turn given ic. A Slip. of Memory, ſhall be made wilful 
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AnBrrour ja an incidencal Point of Learning, thall be a good 
Proof that you know nothing; Every unaccurare Expreſſion, ſhall be 
preſſed into a- Crime; Any littſe Warmth of * Temper, ſhall be 
aggravated inco Pride and Poficiveneſs, into a Contempt of Au- 
choriry, and il Manners. In ſhört, all the Ind iſcretions of a Mais 
former Life ſhall be ripe up; and nothing forgiven, that can be 
remembred” of ſtrained to his Diſadvantage. And where is the 
Man that eu be fond of fuch Uſage? For my part, Tam free to 
declare, I am afraid 1 ſhould got have. Virtue or Courage enough, 
co undergo fuch a fiery Trial. 
Now all this a Man will draw upon himſelf, thay brings him- 
ſelf under the Imputation of Hereſie: Whereas che Orthodox Man 
lives quiet and at exſc, 'unmoleſted” and 'unenivitd. His Faulrs, 
(and who has not ſome 2) ſhall be exrenuared or excuſed, If not 
quite buried in oblivioh ; His want of Temper, ſhall be a com- 
mendab!e Zeal; his Ind iſcretion, Good Nature; his Miſtakes ſhall 
be imputed to Haſte or Inadvertency; and, when they cannot be 
defended, it will be argued in his Fayour, that the greateſt Men 
ſometimes err; and the Writers of the firſt Rank are not always in 
che tight; Or perhaps a Miſtake ſhall turn to his Advantage; It 
will be fhotyn to be an Errour on the right Side, anch that a good 
Cauſe drew him into it. His evan on the other Hand fhall be 
magnified beyond meaſure ; every body will be full of his good Qua- 
liries, and his Virtues ſhall be ſec in the beſt Light ro ſhew them- 
ſelves and cover his Faults: In a word, Orthodoxy attones for all 
Vices, and Hereſie extinguiſhes all Virtues. That this is nothing 
bur rhe bare Truth, I appeal to what you every Day hear and ſee 
n OY . ee 
There are, you know, Two Clergymen of the Town, who have 
ſtudied themſelves into Hereſy, or ar leaſt into a Suſpicion of it: 
Both of them Men of fair unblemiſbed Characters. One has all his 
Life been cultivating Piety and Virtue and good Learning. Ripid- 
iy conſtant himſelf in che publick and private Duties of Religion ; 
and always promoting in Others, Virtue and ſuch Learnin 
as he thought would conduct moſt to the Honour of God, b 
ang © . 1 manifeſting 
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manifefting rhe Greameſs and Wiſdom of his. Works. 'He has 


Time, by very uſefal Works of Philoſophy and Mathematichs. He 
has applied one to the Explication of the Other, and endeavoured 
Both to diſplay Ls oy & the wh 8 to his Indy | 

of N en Ache Stud Scritures; and his 
lee be, x oc atleaſt well meant: And. 


„ hc 
ing the Difficulcy of che Subjects he has engaged in, it mb 


given the World" ſufficient Proofs that he has not mif-ſpert his 


Arrempes, 
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be allowed that in. the main they are well aimed. And it he has 
nor ſuceceded, no more have others who have medled with the 


ſame Subjects. Nor is he more to be blamed than they. To 
blamed, did 1 fay ? 1 ſhould have ſaid, nor lefs ro be 3 
For ſure tis a commendable Defign, to explain Scripture Difficulti 
and ro remove the Objections of profane Men, by ſhewing there 
— in the Sacred Wricings, but what is true and ra- 
tional. ti wo AE 2h "> OBA | $4 
But what does 4 Life thus ſpent, avail? ' To what Purpo 
ſo many warchſul Nights, and weary Days? So much Piety a 
Deyorion? So much Mortification and Self-denial'?: Such a Teal te 
do Good, and to be uſeful to the World? So many noble Seck 
mens of a great Genius, and of a fine Imagination ? Tis the 
Poor Mann's Miforrne {fr Poor he is, and hike to be, not having 
che leaſt Preferment,) to have a warm Head, and to be very 
ous in what he thinks the Cauſe of God. He thinks Prudence, the 
worldly Wiſdom condemned by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles; an 
that tis _ Prevarication and rifie, to conceal the” Dif- 
coveries he conceives he has made. This Heat of Temper berays | 
him into ſome ind iſcteet Expreſſions and haſty Aﬀertions.” De. 
ſigning to hurt no body, he fancies no body deſigns to hurt Him, 
and is ſimple enough to expeſt the ſame favourable Allowances wi 
be made bim, that he ſees made to thoſe who write againſt him, 
As to his Learning, tis his Misfortune that he is not $kKilPd enough 
in the learned Languages, to be a great Critiek in them; and 
yer ſeems not to be ſenſible of his Deficiency in this reſpect. And 
what Advantage is taken of this, that he has not leſs Heat and 
more Criticiſm, His Learning is treated in that manner, that you 
would think he did not know the firſt Elements of Greeb, though 
even in Thar, he is much ſuperior to moſt of choſe who make ſo free 
with him: And you every Day hear his Performances run down as 
Whimſeys and Chimera's, by Men who never read them, and, 
if they did, could not und erſtand them. Nor does his Warmth of 
Temper come off better: Tis all over Obſtinacy, Pride and Hereth 


cal Pravity ; a want of Modeſty and due Deference to juſt Authori- 


ty. They that ſpeak moſt favourably, look upon him as craz d, 
and little better than a Madman. This is the poor Man's Cha- 
racter; and, low as he is, they cannot be content to leave him in his 
Poverty. Whereas, had he not been early poſſeſt with a paſſion. 
ate love for the Scripture and Philoſophy? had he not thought 
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manifeſting the Grearneſs and Wiſdom of his Works. — 
given the World ſufficient Proofs that he hag not miſ-ſpent 
Time, by very uſefal Works of Philoſophy and Mathematichs.. He 
has applied One to the Explication of the Other, and endeavoured 
by Beth ro diſplay the Glory of the Great Creator. And to his Stud 
of Nature, hc early joyn'd the Study of the Scriptures; and his 
Attempts, whatever the Succeſs be, were at leaſt well meant: And 
conſidering the Diffculry of the Subjedt he hazengaged in, j miſt 
be allowed that in the main they are well gimed. And if he has 
not ſucceeded, no more have others who have medled with the 
ſame Subjects. Nor is he more to be blamed than they. To be 
blamed, did I ſay ? Tſhould have faid, not leſs ro be commended. 
For ſure tis a commend able Deſign, to explain Scripture Di i 
and to remove the Objections of profane Men, 


tional. | ES © 

But what does a Life thus ſpent, avail? To what Purpoſe 
ſo many watchful Nights, and weary Ry So much Piery and 
Devotion? So much Morrificarion and Se 

do Good, and to be uſeful to the World? So many noble Spe&5s 
mens- of a great Genius, 
Poor Man's Misfortune, (for Poor he is, and like to be, not havin 
the leaſt Preferment,) to have a warm Head, and to be very 
ous in what he thinks the Cauſe of God. He thinks Prudence, the 
worldly Wiſdom- condemned by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and 
that tis groſs Prevaricatioa and Hypocriſie, to conceal the Dif- 
coveries he conceives he has made. This Heat of Temper 

him into ſome indiſcreer Expreſſions and haſty Aſſertions. De- 
ſigning to hurt no body, he fancies no body defigns to hurt Aim 
and is fim | the ſame favourable Allowances will 
be made bim, that he ſees made to thoſe who write againſt him. 
As to his Learning, tis his Misfortune that he is not skilPd enough 
in the learned Languages, to be a great Critick in them ; and 
yer ſeems not to be ſenſible of his Deficiency in this reſpect. And 
what Advantage is taken of this, that he has nor /eſs Heat and 
more Criticiſm.” His Learning is treated in that manner, chat you 
would think he did-nort know the firſt Elements or Greek, though 
even in That, he is much ſuperior to moſt of thoſe who make ſo free 
with him: And you every Day hear his Performances run down as 
and Chimera's, by Men who never read them, and, 


Temper come off better: Tis all over Obſtinacy, Pride and Hereti. 
cal Pravity; a want of Modeſty and due Deferenc? to juſt Authori- 
ty. They that ſpeak moſt favourably, look upon him as craz d, 
and little better than a Madman. This is the poor Man's Cha- 
racter; and, low as he is, they cannot be content to leave him in his 
Poverty. Whereas, had he not been early poſſeſt with a paſſion. 
ate love for the Scripture and PIMſophy ? had he not thought 
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Ti ip and Eſteem of all good Churchmen, eſpe- 
— 9 2 Cheney.” And to all this Fjety and Learning, aud che 


good Uſerharhas been made of it; isxdded Ting 
 Adort all his Actions; and no Paſſion, vainity, 
tation, appear either in what he writes, or ſays: And yer theſe Faulty 
ae oſten incident to the beſt Men, in the freedoms of Converſttion, 


and in wricing apainſt impertinent and unreaſonable 22 


eſpecially-ſuch as ſtrike at che Foundations of Virtue and Rel 
Tliis is che Learning, this the Temper of the Man, whoſe Study 
the Scriptures has him into a Suſpicion of ſome Here. 
rical Opinions: And becanſe it has, hemuſt be blackened and dew 
famed, he muſt be worried out of the great and clear Reputation 
he is poſſeſſed of: And he chat has fo many ſhining Quaries, 
muſt be inſulted} by every worthleſs Wretch, as if he had as Nite 
Learning and Virtue as the loweſt of thoſe who are againſt him. 
What Protection now can you promiſe your ſelf from your virtue, 
when a Man of ſueh a Character cannot be ſafe in his good Name | 
Whatever the you do, be Ortbodom : Orthodoxy will cover 4 
Multitude of Sins, but 4 Clond of Virtues cannot cover the want 
of the minuteſt Parricle of Orthodoxy, | 
"Tis expefted, no matter how unreaſonably, that a Man ſhould 
always adhere to the Party he has once taken: Tis the Opinion of the 
World, thar he is all his Life bound by the Subſcriprions he made 
in his firſt Years; as it a Man were as wiſe at Twenty-four, and 
knew as much of the Scriprure and Antiquity, and could judge as 
well of them, as he can at Fifty. And yer if a Man will be findy- 
Ing thefe things, he cannor be ſure he ſhall continue a Year together 
in the ſame Sentiments : And, if he ſhould nor, he muſt either 
fiifle his Perſuaſion, againſt the Dictates of his Conſcience; or 
de enpos' d to the worſt Treatment, to be call'd a Renegado, 2 
Falſe Brother, a Heretich, or any thing that Malice can ſuggeſt. 
But I have not yet done. This is not the worſt of it. This 
perhaps you may pretend to deſpiſe, and not care what the 
World ſays of you, ſo long as your Conſcience cannot reproach! 
u. Well; let then all Concern for Reputation go: Can you be 
Proof againſt one farther Conſequence of lying under the Imputa- 
tion of Hereſie? Can you bear ro ſee your ſelf, your Wife and 
Children, rum'd and undone ? This, I ſee, ſtartles you. Bur 
you ask; What Danger can there be of that? An Engliſhman, you 
lay, is out of che Reach of Perſecution or an Inquiſition : That 
Spirit, God be thanked, is baniſhed the Land; and even convi# 
Heretichs are protected from the Flames. Very true; The Spirir 


of Perſecution is either gone, or is difarm'd ; and That I look on 


as one of rhe invaluable Bleſſings of rhe Revolution: But can you 
be ſure ir will not return? And ſuppoſe ir will not; Are you there- 


fore ſecure, that an Impuration of Hereſie will not end in the Ruin 


of your felf and Family? You and your Children will nor be 


burrt indeed; but you may be as effectually ruin'd, as if you 


were. You may be excommunicated ; and in virtue of uy be 
cown 
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thrown into Jail, to tos there, while your Family are flatvings: 
And, 2 ve toe well conſider d,) when once you come 
to choſe Circumſtances, what is there can deliver you ? Your. 
Puniſhment will laſt and be the ſame, as long as you continue in 
the ſame Mind. A Rule of Puniſhment peculiar to the Eceleſraftich- 
State. In Civil Caſes, che Offender, it his Crime be not Capital, 
ſuffers a Temporary Puniſnment, proportion d to the Fault he has 
committed; and when he has undergone chat, nothing further is 

equired of him, except in ſome Caſes to find Security top his good 
+, = yas for che tuture. But jn Caſes of Herefie, there is no re- 
gard to the Degree of the Offence, in the Puniſhmenc inflicted, 
Nor is there any End of it. Tis not h to have ſuffer'd cha 
ſevereſt Puniſhmenc, though for the ſmalleſt Oſſence; tis not e- 
nough to give Security of not offending fer the future; The inno- 
cent Offender muſt declare (what tis ofrentimes impoſſible he ſhould: 
declare;) that he has changed his Sentiments, and is become 
Orthodox ; and This, though perhaps no Methods of Convidi 
have been uſed, except that of Puniſhment be one. This is the 
miſerable Condition ot a ConviF Heretick : The Puniſhment which 
fell on him for expreſſing Thoughts Heretical, he muſt continue to 
endure for barely Thinking ; Which is a Thing not in his ow 
Power, but depends on the Evidence that appears to him: He muſk 
for ever (cruel Juſtice !) for ever ſuffer for his Private Thoughts 
(90 they go not beyond his own Heart,) the Puniſhment which 
ne Over - Act has ence drawn upon him. To puniſh Tories quoties, 
as often as thoſe Over - Acts are repeated, will not ſatisſie the Holy 
Office : Nor can a forbearance of ſuch Acts avail any thing, or a 
Promiſe of Silence for the future; which yet is all that is in a Man's 
Power. No; he muſt recant, whether he can or not; and gene- 
rally tis required to be done in Words drawn up for him: So 
that if he do nor ſee reaſon to change his Opinion, and will not 
ſay he has changed, when he has not; he is in tor Life, and his 
puniſhment can only end with it. 's 1 
Indeed, on every ſuppoſition, a Man excommunicated for Here- 
ſie has a ſad Time of it. For if he does not recant, he is (as I have 
faid) in Priſon for Liſe, and his Family muſt ſtarve; and if he does 
recant, what does he get by it: His Liberty indeed, but What 
elſe? Will People believe he is fincere ? Will they not think his 
Reeantation looſely drawn in favour of him, to make it a Re- 
cantation in Appearance only? Or, if it be in the ſtrongeſt I , 5 
Words, will he not, it he ſubmit to it, be ſuſpected to cgufvo- oY Our 
cate? Will they not expect che Reaſons of his 2 Will Heres? God 
they not ask, (if he ſays no more for the Orthodox Side, that ff y ce are 
has been faid before,) why, if theſe Reaſons are convincing now erſecutio 
he did not think chem ſo before? Will they. not conclude, chat * of th 
to lum they are inconcluſive ſtill; unleſs he can find better Reaſons apy ic wil 
than the beſt that had been before offered him? Which I take id ecure, 
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tütion appear either in what he writes, or ſays: And ye Faults 
are oſten incident to the beſt Men, in the den erſation, 
a in wriring againſt impettinent and unreaſotable Adverſaries, 
eſpecially ſuch as ſtrike at the Foundations of Yirtat and Religion, 
is is „this the Temper of the Man, whoſe Study of 
# Scriptures has betrayed him into a Saſpicion of ſome Here. 
tleal Opinions: And becauſe it has, he muſt be blackened and de- 
fans he muſt be worried Cw and clear Reputation 
is poſſeſſed of: And he that has ſo many ſhining Qualities, 
muſt be inſulred by every worthleſs Wretch, as if he had as little 
Learning and Virtue as the loweſt 5 2 Fo againſt him. 
hat ion now can you promiſe e Vi 
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Whatever therefore you do, be Orthodox: Orthodoxy will cover a 
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World, that he is all his Life bound by the Subſcriprions he made 
in his firſt Years; as it 2 Man were as wiſe at Twenty-four, and 
knew as much of the Scriprure and 228 and could judge ay 
well of chem, as he can at Fifty. And yer if a Man will be fludy- 
ing theſe things, he cannot be ſure he ſhall continue · a Year together 
in the ſame Sentiments : And, if he ſhould not, he muſt either 
ſtifle his Perſuaſion, againſt che Dictates of his Confcience; or 
be expos d ro the worſt Treatment, to be call'd a Renegado, a 
Falſe Brother, a Heretich, or any thing that Malice can ſuggeſt. 
But 1 have not yer done. This is not the worſt of ir. This 
perhaps you may pretend t5 deſpiſe, and nor care what the 
World ſays of you, ſo long as your Conſcience cannor reproach 
N Well; let then all Concern for Reputation go: Can you be 
againſt one farther Conſequence of lying under the Imputa- 
don of Hereſie? Can you bear ra fee your ſelf, your Wife and 
Children, ruin'd and undone ? This, I ſee, ſtartles you. Bur 
Re. you ask; What Danger can there be of that? An Engliſhman, you 
ſay, is out of the Reach of Perſecution or an Inquiſition : That 
Spirit, God be thanked, is baniſhed the Land; and even convi# 
Heretichs are protected from the Flames. Very true; The Spirit 
chan cf Perſecution is. either gone, or 15 diſarm'd; and That I look on 
ing NOW one of the invaluable bleſſings of rhe Revolution : Bur can you 
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id, Ae be too conſfider'd,) when once you-com 
into choſe Circumſtances, what is there can deliver you ?Wour 
Puniſhment. will laſt and be the ſame, as long as you continye it, 
the ſame Mind. A Rule of Puniſhment peculiar co che:Eccleſraſtich, 
State. In Civil Caſes, the Offender, it his Crime be not Ca nal. 
iſhment, proportion d co the Fault he h 

committed; and when. he has undergone that, nothing further is 
. of him, except in ſome Caſes to ſind Security for his good 
2 1 L the . in Caſes 6 no re · 
gard to the Degree of the Offence, in the Puniſhment inflicted. 
Nor is there any End of it. Tis not enough ro have ſuffet d the 
 ſevereſt Puniſhmenc, th for rhe ſmalleſt Offence ; tis not g- 
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Sent Offender muſt declare (what tis otrentimes impoſſible he 
declare,) that he has changed his Sentiments, and is become 
Orthodox ;, and, This, though perhaps no Methods of ConuiSion 
bave been uſed, except that of Puniſhment be one. This is the 
miſerable Condition of a Convi# feretick : The Puniſhmene which 
fell on him for expreſſing Thoughts Heretical, he muſt continue to 
endure for barely Thinking , Which is a Thing not in his own. 
Power, but depends on the Evidence that appears to him: He maſk 
for ever (crue] Juſtice ) for ever ſuffer for his Private Thoughts: 
tho* they go not deyond His own Heart,) the Puuiſiment which 
ome Over · Act has once drawn upon him. To puniſh Tories quoties, 
as often as thoſe Over · Acts are repeated, will not ſatisſie the Holy 
Office : Nor can a forbearance of ſuch Acts avail any thing, or a 
Promiſe of Silence for che future; which. yet is all that is in a Man's 
Power. No; he muſt recant, whether he can or not; and gene- 
rally tis required to be done in Words drawn up for him? So 
that if he do nor ſee reaſon to change his Opinion, and will not 
ſay he has changed, when he has not; he is in for Life, and his 
Puniſhment can only end with it. | 1 
Indeed, on every ſuppoſicion, a Man excommunicated for Here- 
fe has a fad Time of it. For if he does ng recant, he is (as I have 
ſaid) in Priſon for Liſe, and his Family mBit ſtarve; and if he does 
recant, what does he get by it: His Liberty indeed, but What 
elſe? Will People believe he is ſincere? Will they not think his 
Recantation looſely drawn in favour of him, to make ir a Re- 
cantation in Appearance only? Or, if it be in the ſt | 
Words, will he not, it he ſubmit to it, be ſuſpected to equrue* 
cate? Will they not expect the r of his Change? Will 
they not ask, (if he ſays no more for the Orthodox Side thai 
has been ſaid before,) why, if theſe Reaſons are convincipg now, 
he did not think them fo before? Will chey not conclude, that 
to bim they are inconclufive ſtill; unleſs he can find better Reaſons 
than che beſt chat had bech before offered him? Which I rake th 
be a Conttadiction. And will it not be argued from chepcr, my 
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e ac ending fo bis Coal bis Conſczence, and, it he would leave the liere · 
lm, He will be fal to at. againſt bis Cunſcience, 
9 teputed a worſe Man than he was before. Thus 1 
Evenes+-ance.a Hefetirh;. and always miſerable. The'Repu- 
— change, or noc,) is never to be retrieved; no ue 
or Employ, be hoped for, He will always be ſuſpected of 
ſe, hg 2 ae and his Wife aud Children muſt. ſee 
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bai is in * danger of. The greateſt Immoralities, nay, 4 

K long, 10 them, - ſhall oftentimes eſcape vnpuniſhed ; eſpe- 
gbts 4 Man de very Orthodox : Bur if they do not, the Puniſh- 
ich 2 extends only to the Perſon of the Offender. It derives no 
eſs Infamy on himſelf if he reforms, nor on his Children if he do nor. 
Hal They are rather "ary tor having ſuch a Father, and every Bod 
or 2 is i wig. be ind to them. Who now, after this, can be fond 
lan? td y, chag may bring on him, let him be never ſq innocent, 
ſuch a Load ot Miſery and Infamy, a Load without Mea ſure and 
wichoug Lad? And if this will be the Conſequence of Excemmu- 
nication, tell me how much better tis chan Per/ecations 

Eur you will ſay; that tis poſſible a Man's Stud ies may not lead 


eaſie to convict a Heretich, cr to ſay what is Hlereſie. To the 
fot I have 8 ſaid enough: As to the other, L confeſs tis 
not very eaſie to convict a Man of Hereſie, The Law ſeems to be 
deficient in this Point; But who knows how ſoon this Defect may 
ſ\upply'd by a new Law? And in the mean time. ic may be 
diftculs indeed ro convict a of Herefie ; but perhaps it may 
be found not to be impoſſible, And, if it ſhould, tis ago 
ing the Word, and the Offender may be come upon eaſily enoug 
If, chrough a Defect in the Laws, he cannot be convicted of Heres, 
ſie, He may however be convicted of Writing or Speaking ageinſt 
the eftabli Doctrine of the Church; and That will draw an 
him all the ſame Conſequences, that Hereſi e would do. For Here · 
ke is the oppoſing the Doctrine of the Catholiel Church; But the 
Doctrine ot che ejtabliſhed Church, will readily be ſuppoſed to be 
the Doctrine of the Catholich Church: and cherefore to oppoſe the 
Doctrine of one, is in effe&t to oppoſe boch. So that a Man ſhall 
be deemed a Heretich to all Intents and FOOT and ſentenced 
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torrunes,/ which the vileſt, lewdeſt, moſt immoral Wrerch — | 


him into any Heretical Opinion; and it they ſhould; yer cis hort 
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to the ſame Puniſhment z though in the Ferres it ſel, for his | 
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Comfore, the Word Here ße may be left e 


But you ure Willzag to think the Temper of che Engliſh-® | 
more moderare, and che generality of them averſe to * yt 
a 


, 
: 
that looks like the Spirit of Popery ; A8 the rulning of 'a 8 f 
merely for Matters of Gele Tk de allowed do db, f wiſh - 
you muy find' fo, if ever there Niould be occaſion, T confeſs 
there has appear'd # good Spirit; a very Himane and Chriffien'Tems' 
per in ſome late Writings, where perhaps ic was not moth ex- 
3 z 'but for aM that, I muſt beg ſeave to differ from cu. If ' 
ndced/no/one would judge in a Caute he did not underſtand; it 
no one were allowed to underſtand u Cauſe oft Mereſſe, but W 
waz a good) Judge of che Senſe of the Scripture and of rh . 
riquity ;; it no one were eſteemed to know Scripture und Anriqui- 
ry, but choſe who had ſtudied them well, who had read them care- 
fully with cheirown Fes, and did nor rake the Senſe of them Wpoh” 
Truſt from Modern Writers; it the Arguments for his Opinſor 
were to be examined, betore his Opinion were condemned}, iFa 
Man, before he gave his Vote, were to lay his Hand upon Mis Heart, 
and declate himſelf thus qualified to judge, that he had confider'd © 
the Natter, and wou'd ſpeak nothing but what he he; 
On theſe Suppoſitions, I am ape to think 4 number of Judges 
would not very eaſily be found ; and when rhey were, it may re- 
ſonabiy be preſumed thut they would nor be very forward to con- 
demn. They would be ſenſible there was room for honeſt Minds 
to be miſ-led, from what they had read and obſerved themſelves ; 
They would know that there is more to be ſaid on the ochet Side, 
than the Genecalicy at all dream ot; They would be careful how 
they diſcourag'd Learning, by diſcouraging the Enquiries of learn- 
ed Men. They would be very unwilling a Man ſhould ſuffer by their 
dearence, whoſe Lite they are ſure is innocent and virtuous, bur 
whole Opinions they cannot be fo ſure are falſe or dangerous. 
They know Diſcouragements in Learning and Virtue to be of fuch 
ul Conſequence, that a Man's Opinions muſt be very bad indeed, 
do make ir neceſſary to come to luch Extremicies. But give me 
leave to ſay, you have no Reaſon to expect ſuch Judges, ot ſuch 
a backwardnels to judge. 'Tis always ſ»ppoſes chat the Doctrine 
of the Church you are et, is right; that it is the Doctrine of Seriy- 
tare and Antiquity. And this, every body thinks he underſtands. 
So that little ing or Reading is neceſſary to inake avy Cler- 
gyman 2 Judge over the le itned'ſt Man ahve. f 4 
Another thing I take leave to tell you, is, that moſt Men think 
they can do Conſeiencionle, wiar ever they can do Lexelly, Men 
of refin's and exalted Under ſland inge, who have a large Compal 
ef Thought, and have jookr into the Principles of Things, know 
that written Laws are but Deductions of the Cem of Nature, 
which is prior to all Humtne Inffitations : That theſe fomerimes 
deviare from that wnwritten Law; ard, when they do, are of no 
real inerinfick authority. They know rhar a thing is not jaſt and 
voabagtle becaule it is ende,; but, in good Governmenes, * 
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Vent becduſs cls jul? and reaſonable ; they know that Laws are 


ſometimes obtain'd by Surprise or Corruption, by Party-manage- 
ment, by Craft or Saverflicion. They know. thar Penal Laws in 
Matters of Religion, are ſeldom. adviſeable.. They would. not 
eaſily contribute ro the making them; and, when they ate made, 
would be glad ro have them generally lie Dotmant. They know 
that no Aurborit y of Man can alter the Nature of Things, or jultihe 
a Cre/ or Vnjuft Sentence in the Sight of God, They are ſure, 
that if xo puniſh Men for their Opinions be nor very right, there is 
no Medium, ix muſt be bey wrong, Tis publick Rene or Mur- 
der, to deprive a Man of hisLite 6r Goody for his Religion; if 
it be not Full in it ſelf ro do ſo, as well as Legal. 

Some perhaps may think in this manner; cheſe muſt be Men of 
refin'd and exaſted Underſtandings ; and therefore muſt be very 
few. © The Generality chirkk nd 15 do Fuſtly whatever they can 
do Legally. And it is, no doubt, for Them, a good Rule. They 
cannot judge of the Nature of Things tor themſelves ; and there» 
fore the Law is the moſt proper Guide and Diretticn they can 
have, As long therefore as there are Laws to puniſh the Aſſetters 
of Heretical Opinions, or ſuch as ,opjeſe the eſtabliſhed Doctrines ; 
eu may depend on it, rhey will not be ſuffered to lie dormant. 
ere will never de wanting great Numbers, who will call aloud 
to have them put in execution; and they will think their Zeal in chis 
Matter, the be ervice they can do the Church. 

This is Humane Nature: Thus it has been in all Times. And 
no Experience of the Miſchief done to Chriſtianity by a forward- 
neſs ro pronounce Anathema's on thoſe who d iſſent from the 
received Opinions, will make us wiſer It may, I doubt not, be 
demonſtrated with the greateſt Evidence, that all Chriſtian Churches 
have ſuffered more by their Zea! for Crthadoxy, and by the violene 
Methods taken to promote it; than from the urmoſt Efforts of 
their greateF Enemies. Bur, for all that, the World will ſtill 
think the ſame Methods neceſſary. The ſame Zeal, will prompt 
to the ſame Perſecutions or Proſecutions, {call them which you will.) 
without conſidering that the ſz? Ateans muſt neceſſarily produce, 
at long-run, the ſame fatal Conſe 4rences. \ | 

Let me therefore entreat you, not to fancy the Wer'd is alter d 
in this Point. Do not think your Opinions cannot ruin you, be- 
cauſe dis not reaſonable they ſhould. Do not flattert your ſelf, that 
Temper, Pruderce and Materation, can in Reſigious Controverſies 
get the better of indiſcreet Zeal, Bigotry and Superſtition. la 
ſhorr; be not haſty ja elpoufing of Opinions, which can have no 
other effect, but to lav the be Hh at the Mercy of the wor. 
Every mean Per on, who has nothirg to recommend him bur his 
Orthotoxy, and owes that perhaps wholiy ro his Jgmrance; wilt - 
think he has a Right to trample ou you with Contempt; to aſperſe 
your Chatacter wich virulent Refle Kions; to tun down your Wri- 
cings as mean and pititul Performances, and give hard Names ro 
Opinions he does not underſtand; Waich you muſt bear, without 
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Let me obſerve one thing more; chat dis the. Mis ſortune of a 
dae, carte 1s confined to One Profeſſign, . Other Men, ic 
they cannot iye in one Way, are zt Hiherty to rry another: But a 
Man who has once the indelible Chatacter, ruſt live by the one 
Profeſſion he has made his Choice. It therefore Thie Livelihogd 
de taken from him; eis in vain he has Learning, Parts, Induſtry, 
and Application, He will nos be allowed to rake qu other Courſe to 
repair the Lofs he ſuffers by his Opinions as a Giergymg). _ His 
Time, and Fortunes, and Stud ies, have le u ſpent to make him 
uſeful in that onę Profeſſion ; and, if he Hd Abilities g manta 
Himſelf in any ot ber, tis too late; He has made his ice, 1 
muſt abide by it. This then js the unhappy Dilemma a reputed He- 
retict is reduced to; he will neither he ſuffer d to ep the Pro- 
Feffin,”norit6 leave it; he. ſhall heirher live in it, nor out of it. 
So that, notwirhſtanding his Learning, Parts, Virtue, and Ja- 
Ut duſtry; tho he could make a good Lawyer, Phyſician, Merchant, 
6" or Mechanich ; it he be not Orthodox, all poſſibilities of ring 
| comfortably, ar leaſt, and reputably, are taken from him. G 
, - now, and think, if you can, that che Advice I give you is not the 
Advice of a Friend, Tis the Advice of one whe loves virtue 
| and Learnigg, who is a Friend to all good Men, and is in par- 
| ticular greatly concern'd for our Succeſs and Adyancerent in the 
i World. *Tis Advice ſeconded by che Examples of the greateſt 
* , Mien. For name me any one of the Men moſt famed for Lear- 
* ning in this ot che laſt Age, who have ſeriouſly turned themſelves 
| to the Study of rhe Scriptures. I miglit name to you che moſt 
eminent Men down from Scaliger and Caſaubon ro the preſent 
ö Time. C ipellus indeed. and the excellent Grat ius, are Excep- 
; tions; bur they met with ſuch Uſage, that one has little Encoy- 
ragement from their Examples. Bur not to go beyond our.own 
N Country; Who are the Men that have ezceſſed moſt (excepting 
|. always Sir Jſaac Newton) in Philoſophy, Aſtronomy and Marche 
maricks ? Have they not been Clergyman ? And was not their Skill 
| Yn'theſe Sciences, the Effect of their great and conſtant Applica- 
' | tion'th them? Was not Thar Time ſpent in theſe Studies, that 
| 
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you think ſhould have been applied to the Study of tbe Scriptures ? 
On the other hand, take out Two or Three from ſo great a Body, 
| and where is there a Clergyman of a great Genius, and that has 
made a chief Figure in the Learned World, that has writ upon the 
„ Seriptures'? at leaſt with any maſterly Skill in Critick? 
| And what is it, that all this can be imputed to? Did theſe 
learned Men decline this Study, becauſe they wanted. the Abilities 
1 proper for it? Surely That will not he ſaid of Men of their conſeſt 
1 


Learning Or was chere want of Tnclination and Good-will to it? 
No, they were Men of Virtue, and good Proteſtants, as well as 
mY Scholars and Men of Letters. What then? Did they, who 
Cr had taken ſo much Pains upon other Books, and with ſo much Suc- 
| ceſs, think the Scriptures the only ones that needed not their Hel 
Neither can That be ptetended. They {ai the Sacred A 
ghrough che Tajary of Time and the 1gnorance of Seribes had ſuffe 7 
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d a3mell as others; and much moe by fulſt and difurd Intereta- 
tions, To be plain: The Ons Thing that curned-them from s- 
bie and neceſſary a Study, Was want of Liberty, which in 
this Stady Only, is denied Meu. found it was dangeroye = 
to , examin impertially and ſprak freely ; that they muft 
without Liberty, or with 20 Sofety ; chat it would be expected of 
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Wolf Exrours, inſtead pf exp2/ing or mending of then; and w 
. 11 re 15 . e Wow, wy of 
ones. Bur £58 68 2 Task, hich Men of ingennang Minds, whoſe 
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us, the ſame Sagaciry and Labour: been applied to the ud y g 
the Scriptures, to Serele che Text in doubtful Places, to Mend cot - 
ruptod ones, Expla in hard ones, Fix the Meaning of obſcure ones, 
and ta Trace our the literal Senſe where it can be done; ſhculd he, 
I ſay, have attempted a Work of this Kind; inſtead of Thanks and. 
Applauſe, tis more than probable he would haye been treated a a 
raſh Man, of no Judgment, of little Learning, ang'lefs Religion.; 
aud, if his Worky had been ſentenced to the Fitz, a Majority 
uould have been for throw ing him in afrex chm. 
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them, 20 flra id all cheir Wit and Learning to parronee and paſliuke — 
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endet well.cherefore, how you ate: a8 js 0 10. 
treat, no Repentante, uo toom for Pardon, if LIP 

You have Ie Ways before you. ' One if enable you to Tee 
197 World, without great T Trowbfe 50 your felt ; A will cron | 
| Eabours' with- Succeſs ; it will'bring vg you Reputation" arid. 
"Reemy ie» will put you into a Way df mikitig'e decent Att 


and giving a tation to rho 
ow rp prin — nth; whe Jon may bot ok 
9 will it eis farigue you with many Pffficultiez, Jai 0 
& you co tht moſt fatuſ Conſcquences; It will draw viryou m 
partatile. load o, fnfamvy," as 4 Diſturder of the Church,” and an 
[Encmy xo the OrthotezrFaith 7} und in Wt probabilicy end in the 
' 35eMnaPorverry and Ruih of your ſelt and Fm. hich God fo. 
bid ſhould er be che Caſe of one who has nd other Views bur Þ 
ee his Lifero:God's Services 1am,” O R, | 
raw? te IT Una tte Tow Faithful Humble Servant, | 
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x hy MAD os been 12d in e Lees Lak yp 
ſuaded in; Many Readers will ftill chink what is here ad- 
nie) A e Paradox, or perhaps be ſcandalized at it 28 4 
3 will on no Terms allow, men ſhouſ 
12 2 e whar angle to be their chief Study, And, to bei — 
wil confeſs lam entirely of the ſame Mind. I am as unwilling; as 
They can be, tg ad mit the Conclnſian, chat the Stud 'y of the Scriptures 
e ſpeaking, 
this muſt be che Conſequence from the Premiſes, :; If therefore 
we will nor allow the Concluſion, we muſt ſhow rhe Premiſes to be 
125 and that This Study will nor be attended with ſo much Date 
But this we in vain attempt, if we do not our Parts at leaſt, 
Go theſe may not be the Conſequences. For as long as th art, 
che Study of * Scriptures will certainly continue to be negledded, as 
Now is ; Aud all Men who contribute to theſe Conſequences in any 


de do ſo far diſcourage the Study -of the Scriptures, bare ver 


0 11 reach, chere is nothing more abſurd, than to aythe glorious 
Things we do daily of rhe Scriptures; and, at the ſame rime,make 
he! Study. of them, to Men of ſincere and honeſt N: nds, fo — 
hazardous and inconvenient. If then we would not — — 
bun- ng a Study, which we acknowledge to be the great Duty ot 
the Uergy, as we are CE * it we would be true to the fun- 
5 , Principles, of the Reformation, as Proteſtants. that the 
_ \ Scriptures are the only Rule of Faith; Let us uſe our beſt Endeavours 
to remove the great Obſtacles that lie againſt che Study of them; Let 
us do hat ig can, that learned en may have full Liberty to Aua 
7 5 | ly. and impartiallys Incouragement giuen them 
| The Labeur and Difficulties of - ſuch a S&nidy,!-wor 
rally, but wich Tuch Application and Diligence 
as 
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their Senſe with all manner of Safer 
_ evamii'd fairly and th Temper ; oh their N; 
loaded With Calummp und 


> hoe 0 2 
er; chat heit Wotds and ri, 
may bei with fame Condor? 45 TOP oh 12 N 
differ trom nem: Thag, if Ahat they eee * 
rebel; if wrong, het r'Errorsmay be refuted, FO mee ; 
Itarded, Men on other Subjects; N dovbeful,” rp ayfo, . 2 
tiffle. or ſpek fo obſcatdy,-rhar noching can e be da be decided, - 
— thar chen io body may be obliged to'rake either Side m 
Ny: That, whether their Notions berighr or wrong, 


Fee. 1 n al Events — hey? and their Maintenance nor a 36 MN a 


ar, as Tong Bey He VO e 4 
efty and good „2 and advance n« . Nope 
25 1 0 d Government, chey may be tren in 13 | 
e co de who imploy themſelves in any 1 ES, 
Pare of «uſeful Learning.” ,x 
I muſt add, let chem de never ſo much in the Wrong, I cati | 
hend- no Danger from it. to che Church ; or chax che Errors ot᷑ a - 
Men, can have any conſiderable Influence in oppoſition to a 
Body of a vigilant and learned Clergy, who wil be | 
reidy to defend the recervelf Notions, ik chey ern de defended tft 
ichey cannot, it muſt be Ulowed they aug, not. at ne Ke 
_ 4ehiences world ariſe fromthe Liberty I contend for 2 
mn tompafiſon of thoſe that muſt follow roi che wane 
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ii ſpch Security for their Reputations, Fortunes, 


always able and — 


Till chere is ſuch a, Liberty allowed to Cergymen; dug — 9 


tear I Maft add, till fo difficult a Study meets with abou, * 


able Entcurage ment; dis f p94 a finrere, 1 7 . and laborious 
Applicat ian to it ſnould generally _ prevans And till it does, it 15.48, 
impoſſible rhe Sep ſhould al, underſtood : And till they: | 
are, che are à Rule of Faith in Name only. For 'ris not the Wards, 
of Scriprure, bur che Senſe, which is the Rule: And fo far as That 
is not underſtood, fo far the Seriptures are not our Rule : grow, | 
ever we pretend; but the Senſe that Men hate put on them; 


.fallibls as our ſelves,” and who were by no, meats ſo A 1 


Furniſted, as the Learned at preſent are, with the proper Helps 0 
find out the true Meaning of Scripture. Aud while we take the, 
Senfe of che Seriprures in this manner pon Content, and fee not 
wich our own Eyes; Fee nels, relapſe i dien the Princi * of 
Popery, and up the only Gy on which we” ean juſti 
ration f — the Chu hurch of Rome. "Twas a Right to full hd 
jalge of the Scriptures for themſelves, that our fir Ke ſormers a er- ; 
ted with ſo effelt; and rheir Sacceſſors. can defend their ad- 
herence to chem, on n0 other. Principle. 
lf chen we are concerned for che Study of the Seri 
cher chan in Words; if we in earneſt think cen &, wh Rule of 
Faith; let us ad as if we thought fo : 2 encourage 4 
* free and impartial Study of — 4 Let us lay aſide at ner gang 
wana perſecuting, Foil Spirit: * 65 par 1 aver on Mens 
mung "5M 
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